Memos of Bleeding Hearts 

Dear Mum, 
I’m leaving. I’m sorry, but I can’t stay in that house. Not with Dad being like he is. 

I’ll call you once I’m far enough away. 

Love, Sarah. 

** 

Daniel: Hi, you’ve reached the message-box of Daniel James. I can’t get to the phone right now, but leave me a message and I’ll get back to you as soon as I can. 

Harriet: Dan, Sarah’s gone! Please call me back! She just packed up and left, she said she couldn’t stay in the house with you! I’ve called ten
 times, but she won’t pick up! Please call me back Dan, I don’t know what to do. 

** 

From: sarah_luvs_kittens@hotmail.com 

To: james_w@aol.com 

Subject: … 

Hi James. 

It’s Sarah. I don’t really know how to say this. You’ll find out anyway I guess, so I might as well say it. 

I ran away. I’m writing this from an internet café. I won’t tell you where I am. But I’m fine… we’re both fine. I just couldn’t stay at home with dad the way he was acting. He was just… oh, I don’t know. 

I love you, 

S. 

** 

From: james_w@aol.com 

To: sarah_luvs_kittens@hotmail.com 

Subject: Where The Hell R U?! 

Sarah, 

Where are you? I’m going crazy with worry! Your mum has been over here about six times in the last hour demanding to see you. She thinks you’re hiding out here. 

People at school are beginning to ask questions. Where are you? I’m worried sick. 

James. 

PS. Did you… you know. Get rid of it? 

** 

TEXT FROM RACHEL TO SARAH: 
Hey Sarah. Wer r u? U havnt been at skool 4 ages. Im getting worried. Reply, k? Luv ya. 

TEXT FROM SARAH TO RACHEL: Rachel. I cnt tell u where I am. But I’m safe. Tell Mum n James that. I miss you. 

** 

Dear Diary, 
I feel so bad
. Everyone back at home is
 so worried about me. But I can’t go back, not like this. I’m huge now. But I’m safe. Well, safe enough. I took a train to the country, and I’m staying with my cousin Ben. He agreed to hide me. 

Why am I even writing in this thing? 

Sarah. 

** 

Sarah: Hi, this is Sarah. Leave a message. 

Daniel: Sarah, it’s your father. Where are you, darling? It’s been a month. I’m sorry about what I said. I love you. Please come home, your mother is going crazy. At least let us know that you’re safe. Please Sarah, if not for me, then for your mother. I love you. 

** 

Sarah James 

Safe 

November 18 

Dear Mum and Dad (and James and Rachel), 

I’m safe. We’re both safe. Noah was born three days ago at the local hospital. I’m sorry about scaring you. I just didn’t know what to do, and Dad was being a jerk. 
I want to come home. Please send $50 to Uncle Gus. He can arrange for me to take the train back home. (He didn’t know where I was, either. I’ve been staying with Ben.) 

Love, 

Sarah. 

** 

TEXT FROM RACHEL TO SARAH: Sarah! OMG! Your ok. And u had da baby! OMG! I cant wait 2 c him! Ive missed u! Ur dad came 2 my plac a few mins ago wiv da note. Im so happy! Rach. 

** 

Dear Diary, 
I’m sitting in the back seat of my dad’s old truck. Next to me is baby Noah. Mum and Dad didn’t send the money for the train. Instead, Dad drove all night and arrived at Uncle Gus’s house this morning. We’re going home now. 

Sarah. 

** 

Harriet: You’ve reached Harriet James. I can’t get to the phone right now, so please leave a message after the tone. 

Daniel: I’ve got her, honey. She’s safe, and so is the baby. They’re just tired. We’re coming home now. I love you.


Chocoholic,

Hello! I’m here because I’m going around and judging/critiquing all of the entries for my contest! I want to tell you that you did EXTREMELY well. You had the best plot of all the entries. I want to commend you for that. 

There is one major thing that stuck out at me during this entire story. You don’t give us the sense of anticipation. And suspense. If you were the mother, or father, or even boyfriend, wouldn’t you be going a little crazy, trying to find your daughter/girlfriend? The letters, emails and notes don’t seem too scared and frightened. I feel that this story would benefit a lot if you added some more emotion like that in them.

But anyway. Onto the judging!

Characterization: 6/10

Plot Idea: 10/10

Follows Rules: 10/10

Spelling and Grammar: 10/10

‘Cool’ meter: 10/10

Total: 46/50

Great job! I look forward to reading some more!

-Jared

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I’d put ‘Love, Sarah’ on two separate lines. Like:�Love,�Sarah.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��‘Ten’ seems too matter-of-factly. I don’t like it. I would exaggerate here, because Harriet is scared and upset.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I love your email addresses. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Usually, people just hit the ‘reply’ button, and the subject of the email doesn’t change. Just a suggestion.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��He doesn’t seem very agitated at all. The fact that he’s taking time to use proper grammar, and spelling, doesn’t show that worry that we want to feel. Make him use some chtspk. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I would just say “TEXT TO SARAH:” because it’s not nearly as confusing. And we know that these two girls are texting by the time we are done with this section.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��‘Bad’ isn’t NEARLY a strong enough adjective. Find something desperate, worried and frantic. 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��‘Are’ not ‘is’.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Eh, too obvious that you’re trying too hard to create messages.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Do you sign your name at the end of a text? I sure don’t.





