Hey lucyy,

So I’ve critiqued your piece and seeing as I prefer to attach documents I’m just going to explain my methods. The individual comments at the side of the writing will comment on specific phrases/words in your piece, they will tell you when I think a spelling or grammatical mistake has been made, or if a phrase doesn’t sound right. At the end of the piece I’ll put my overall comments, these will comment on your piece as a whole and tell you what I think and specific areas you need to improve on as well as things I think you’ve done well.

Anyway, with all that boring stuff over, on with the critique : )

I wrapped my jacket tighter around me
, even though the temperature outside must have been at least thirty degrees, as I made my way towards his house. 
Passers by were casting me strange looks as I stumbled along the beach, so I dropped my gaze to the floor.



As I reached his house, I was so busy avoiding people’s curious glances, that I didn’t notice the car and van speeding out of the house. 



I carried on walking and didn’t 
look up till I’d reached his front door. I knocked on the door... no reply.
 I tried to go through the back gate, which was only ever left open for me, but it was locked.
 I was so wrapped up in my thoughts that it took me a while to notice anything suspicious
. 



I sat on the garden wall, trying to think of what to say before he came back from wherever he was
 and that’s when I saw it - flapping happily in the breeze, trying to free itself from the gate
 it was sellotaped to. I made my way towards it, I recognised the untidy scrawl of his writing. I pulled it off of the gate and slowly read it. 


When I finished reading the letter, I collapsed on the floor, tears streaming down my face as I realised that my true love was gone - and was never coming back. 

That was the day my heart became a secret.

Overall comments
Okay, firstly, well done for actually posting your piece and asking for constructive criticism = ] that’s the first step to improvement. And when you read my next comments, which hopefully aren’t too harsh, you will actually improve.

My main problem with this was its length. You’re trying to show the reader the relationship of these two characters, as well as giving us an idea of their personalities, and then at the same time show us the impact on one of them when the other leaves. To do this effectively you need a longer piece. I also think the reader needs to meet (I’m gonna call the guy Tom, just makes it easier to tell you who I’m talking about () Tom, because at the moment I don’t really care about him, I don’t know him. For all I know he could be a horrible person.  I suggest first off that you give us an idea of the characters relationship; you could do this by having your MC thinking about past times they’ve spent together as she walks to Tom’s house. This way you show the reader how close they are and at the same time give us an idea of their personalities. Now this would probably take most of the chapter/ prologue up so I’d then end it with your MC finding the letter at Tom’s house. In later chapters you could explore how this affects the MC.
I think to make this piece effective you need to make the reader feel something towards your characters, which I don’t at the moment. Make me love or hate, or feel any other emotion towards your MC, ‘cause at the moment I feel nothing, which is definitely a bad thing seeing as this is the character we’ll be following for the rest of the story.

To make us love/hate a character we also need to know what makes them tick. Show us some of her emotions and thoughts. This piece lacks your MC’s thoughts which is a vital part to a story like this. Maybe show us how she feels when she knocks Tom’s door and gets no answer. Have her think about Tom, and then about how her parents approve of him but her friends don’t, just show us what she’s like.

Your grammar was good and so was your spelling, I think what you need o focus on most is the two points I’ve made above; length and personality.

Message me for anything you don’t understand/ want to talk to me about.

Also tell me when the next chapter, or if you decide to edit this, the edited version of this chapter is posted and I’ll take a look

Complicated101
�This doesn’t sound right to me although I can’t really put my finger on why. I think it would sound better if you wrote ‘I wrapped my jacket tightly around me?


�I don’t really like this sentence the bit at the end ‘as I made… his house’ doesn’t really connect with the first part of the sentence because you’ve already moved on to a different topic. Perrhaps move the ‘as I made my way towards his house’ into the next sentence so it reads ‘Passers by were casting me strange looks as I stumbled along the beach, towards his house.’?


�Okay so at this point I’m wondering why your main character is wrapping up so warm even though it’s a hot day. You don’t really make that clear, give the reader a reason for this as it isn’t a normal action to wrap up on a hot day. 


�LOL, I’m pretty sure the car and van aren’t coming out of the house.


�You used ‘didn’t’ in the last sentence so it sounds a bit repetitive to use it in this one as well. Perhaps change to something like ‘I carried on walking, not looking up until I reached his front door.’


�Nooo, don’t use ellipsis. Well you can I suppose, I just don’t like them : P. Hmm I think this sentence would sound better if after she knocks on the door you have her wait for the familiar sound of footsteps. Or the usual joke of ‘password’ I think that would add a little extra, and show us a bit about their relationship. Perhaps even add that she’s going round to his house like she usually does every morning or whenever.


�If the back gate is kept open especially for her wouldn’t she try getting in to the house through that first? Also the sentence before she was still at the door. Perhaps mention how she waits there for a while before moving to the gate?


�This seems out of place, I would have expected that whatever she thought was suspicious would be mentioned after this sentence, but it isn’t – you move on to tell us about your MC again. Perhaps move this to the bit before she sees the letter?


�Every single sentence in this paragraph has started with a personal pronoun – in this case ‘I’ – which gets a bit annoying, I’d look at changing that. Also she's wrapped up in thoughts, tell the reader what she's thinking, is it really so unusual for the guy she's visiting to not be there? Can't she just call his mobile. 


�Sounds too rambly. Perhaps just’ before he got back’?


�Hold on. Is this the gate she tried to open earlier? ‘Cause if it is wouldn’t she have seen the letter. Or is this a different gate? If so make sure the reader knows its a different gate or it can get a bit confusing.


�I’d join both of these sentences so it reads something like ‘I made my way towards it, and instantly recognising the untidy scrawl, wasted no time in pulling it off the gate.' 





