My Views about South India

This is a land of temples and a land of never ending festivals and traditions. The Southern culture is its tapestry of magnificent temple architecture going back to the 6th century, the unaltered tradition of food, religion and life style, handicrafts, heritage of sandalwood, silk, rosewood and brass, and of course the grandeur of classical dance and music.
People and life style.

Most south Indians belong to the Dravidian race, which is evident in the predominant features (dark color and heavy lips). They speak languages that are a part of Dravidian linguistic family including Tamil, Telengu, Kannada, Malayalam and Tulu. Konkani spoken mainly in Goa is also used frequently in coastal Karnataka and Kerala. It belongs to the Southern stock of Indo-Aryan languages but is heavily influenced by Kannada and Malayalam. South Indian people generally are very traditional and religious in nature, yet have a tolerant view of the other religions and a cosmopolitan outlook. They revere the natural world and believe in lying low where nature is concerned as manifested in the Shyiviti tradition in South India. Unlike other parts of India, the South Indian community is relatively feminist and motherhood has an upper hand. 
The distinct and unique beauty of south Indian women is enhanced by the traditional “Saree” worn in a typical style. South Indian men generally wear “Mundu” as the lower half of the dress. Rice and fish are the stable diet of coastal south India meals and coconut is very popular in all its forms from the fresh tender ones to the dries coconut powder used as an important ingredient in many of the south Indian dishes. The agrarian society of the south India is dependant on monsoons and the main crops include paddy, Pulses, Cotton, Chilly and raggi along with the famous spices such as Coffee, Pepper and Cardamom that are cultivated in extensive plantations spread across the Nilgiris and Coorg.
South Indians have very high rate of literacy and education is highly valued in the Deccan part of India. This part is also known for giving birth to India’s best known physicists and mathematiticians. However Kerala has the highest literacy rate in India. Since people are educated here, the population growth rate here has also declined and information technology has seen a phenomenal growth here in the past few years. Bangalore, known as the silicon valley of India is the largest information technology hub followed by Hyderabad. Bangalore has over 200 software companies including the most famous ones in the world such as Microsoft and IBM. 
Heritage and Culture

South India is known for its unique culture and heritage. Architecture found in ancient Indian temples showcases the countries old, rich and splendid culture. These temples display intricate carving and sculptures, which bear testimony to the craftsmanship and creativity of the artisans, sculptures and artists of ancient India. These also serve as ample evidence of the vision and forethought of the kings and rulers of our olden times to leave behind a heritage that a modern India could be proud of. 

The most famous south Indian temples are the ones at Kanchipuram and Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu, at Belure and Halabid in Karnataka, the big temple at Tanjore and the Nataraja Temple at Chitambaram. 

Kanchipuram, near Chennai in Tamil Nadu , now famous for its shimmering Indian silk boasts of many ancient temples still well maintained and attracting numerous visitors from within India and abroad.

Mahabalipuram also close to Chennai on the shores of the Bay of Bengal, along the eastern coast, is known for its rock carvings, sculptures and the famous Shore temple- the only one to have survived the ravages of nature. Also known as the seven Pagodas (Temples) , Six now lie submerged in the sea.
Dellore and Halebid in Karnataka, South India are the glorious towns of the former Hoysala Empire. The imposing Hoyasaleswara Temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva is today the center of attraction here.

Brahadeeswara temple at Tanjore (Tanjavore) also called the Big Temple belongs to the architecture of the Chola period. Built in the 10th Century AD, by Raja Raja Chola, the temple tower is capped by an 81.3 tonnes round monolithic cupola. This enormonous piece of stone is set to have been moved into position by moving it along an inclined plane 6 kilometers long. The temple is considered an engineering skill of the Chola architects who planned its construction in such a way that the shadow of the cupola never falls on the ground. 

The Nataraja Temple at Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu also forms part of the Chola period architecture. This ancient temple is unique because it is devoted to the art of Bharatnatyam.

