By the way, Suz, I happen to think you are an amazing writer.  I will (hopefully) be very harsh here, though, considering it’s worth ten grand.  O.o  If I’m not harsh, it means it’s perfect beyond words, or I’m just way too tired to be critiquing anything.  ;P

Also, for the record, I don’t know very much about the Holocaust.  Yes, I’ve read some books on it, seen some television shows where they talked about it (7th Heaven,) but I have never sat down and studied it.

My red comments are technical errors.  The numbers next to the highlighted text corresponds with the ‘highlighted comments’ below.  Following that is an overall review.  (This is, of course, assuming I find anything wrong with it.  ;P)

Off to review!  Music off!

(And, just so I can see if you answered them, here are your prompts.)

(a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation; and (b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world today.
Open Our Eyes 

“Man loses in a moment the memory of the things that have made him suffer.” -Adolf Hitler (Hitler’s Table Talk 1941-1944) 

The Holocaust started with one man and ended with eleven million dead. Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals, Russians, Poles, and many others were killed because one man decided they were not worthy of life, because they were not as he wanted them to be, because they weren’t the perfect race. 


The worst kind of death came to the victims of the Holocaust.
 They died starving. They died because they didn’t want to see their children slaughtered—or because
 they saw their children slaughtered. They died because they didn’t want to burn in the crematorium
, or
 because God had forgotten them
, or because they had forgotten God
. Harder to believe than the deaths is the disgusting way that murder was made into a clockwork process, or worse, into a game.

I don’t like the repetition of ‘they died’ here.  You used repetition in the first paragraph, and I think it worked better there.  When I reached this part, I was bored.

For many, death was not immediate. It was life. They died only after months of abuse from the Schutstaffel, 
or the Nazi “doctors.” 
The infamous Dr. Josef Mengele 
preformed countless experiments on children, many of which were only to feed his sadistic hunger. Two children, only the age of four, had been sewn together to form a man-made pair of Siamese twins. They were attached at the back and at the wrists, their veins stitched together with precision. They screamed all night until their mother managed to find morphine, and end their torture. 


Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the Holocaust, said in his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance 
speech that “…if we forget [the Holocaust,]
 we are accomplices.” Children and adults alike find themselves asking the same question that the victims did when they were behind those barbed wire fences
: “How can the world be silent to so much death?”
 And yet, when we are shown those who are dying even today, we stay silent. We are moved to tears by pictures of starving men huddled together in bunks, but we turn our televisions off when American Idol has ended and the news has come on. How can we pay respect to those who have died if we cannot open our eyes to those who are dying? 

We must remember the Holocaust, not only because of those who were murdered, but because it can happen again, and more over, it continues to happen in other parts of the world, most notably today, in the Darfur region of Sudan. 
There, death is so widespread that the number of victims ranges anywhere from 60,000 to 400,000.
 Every day Arab militias, known as the Janjaweed
, attack non-Arab villages, slaughtering men and raping women. Pregnant women
 are sliced open to prevent the birth of male children. 
Survivors of the raids walk hundreds of miles to neighboring Chad, often without their families because they were lost in the attack, or without limbs because of landmines scattered across the land. Those who endure the journey are met with the devastating draught plaguing Chad, and are left with no hope at all to live
. 

The worst aspect of Darfur is that it truly isn’t the first time. In 1994, the civil war between the Tutsis and the Hutus
 led to the death of 800,000 during what is now known is the Rwandan genocide and, of course
, the death of the Jews and many others during Hitler’s Holocaust
. It is not that we have forgotten 
what happened during the Holocaust or those who have died. Instead, we have closed ourselves in a bubble of ignorance. In an age of instant access to anything and everything through the Internet, we do not see it as a tool to help and stay aware, but instead to continue our ignorance
. Some, however, manage to bring awareness to internet
 browsers
 in ways that make many question ethics. For example, in the web-based video game, Darfur is Dying, players pose as a camp refugee hiding from Janjaweed militias while trying to find water for their family. While for many the internet
 has opened up a vast network for socializing, 

the players of Darfur is Dying come as close as anyone can to experiencing the genocide, while millions of miles from it. Merely looking into a computer screen makes the death seem unreal,
 like the pictures of holocaust victims in a text book. And yet, if we can feel empathy for the character behind the screen
, why do we not care enough to get involved in the real world? 

If the Holocaust is a testament to mankind’s truculent abilities, is it not time that we show how kind we can be
? At the risk of their own death, doctors and nurses are working in concentration camp hospitals, smuggling in unavailable medical drugs, and can sometimes smuggle prisoners out under the subterfuge that they have died. 
If, in a place where death is more common than birth
, men and women risk their lives for one another, how can we—without the threat of death
—ignore the men, women, and children in need? 

Thomas Jefferson said that 
“all tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people of a good conscience to remain silent.” (Pocket Patriot – Kelly Nickell.) In our good conscience, we cannot and should not be allowed to stay silent. Silence is worse than killing; silence is the acceptance of another human being’s unjustified slaughter. If our society continues to allow itself to be distracted by the drone of a mindless television twenty-four hours a day, we should be hanged like the war criminals of the Holocaust.
 Our eyes must open to the numerous dead bodies, and our ears must hear the cries of starving children!
 No human should think of the Holocaust without also thinking of those who are still murdered to this very day. If we cannot help those who need it more than ever now, how can we continue to cry for the victims of the Holocaust? We 
must apply these atrocities to our own lives. We must break through the screen to reach out to the refugee, the orphan, the hopeless--in real life, not virtual reality. We must speak out for what we believe is right. Until we realize that the best way to remember the Holocaust is to prevent it from happening again, our lips, like the veins of Mengele's patients, 
are sewn shut.

Overall Comments

Again, you are a great writer, Suz.  But you need good critiques, so I’ve poured over this, reading each sentence several times, and the whole thing about three times, for the last…hour or so?  I’m being harsh here.  ;P

Prompt One

(a) analyze why it is so vital that the remembrance, history and lessons of the Holocaust be passed to a new generation

You did show this, and I can point it out.  However, you only said that it is happening right now.  Maybe remark that it will continue to happen in the future?  (Actually, you may have said that…I’m not entirely sure.  Yepp, you did.)

Prompt Two

(b) suggest what they, as students, can do to combat and prevent prejudice, discrimination and violence in our world today.

You told us we must not be silent, but how?  What am I supposed to do?  Do I give money?  Start a fundraiser to filter their water?  Pray for them?  Open up my home for them?  Adopt a child from there?  I don’t know.  Many volunteer organizations do the same thing.  They yell at us to speak out, but they don’t tell us how!  All they succeed in doing is making us go home upset that we can do nothing.

Also, look at this: ‘…prejudice, discrimination…’  You didn’t use this part very much.  What about all the homosexuals out there?  The African Americans?  The kids teased in school?  I think you should touch upon these aspects.  Yes, holocausts are terrible.  But if you think about it, Hitler began the Holocaust because he was against others.  If you discuss being kind and accepting to everyone, that shows how to avoid another holocaust.

Also, try to use things that aren’t as big.  In school right now, I’m being teased for calling the cops on some guy when I was threatened.  At the barn today, my friend had to be extremely careful of what she said, and pretend that she was all over some guy who was coming to her house, because she didn’t know how the owner of the barn would react.  Tiny things like these are so powerful, because everyone can relate to them.  So many people make fun of the nerds, of the ‘stupid’ people, or the ‘band geeks.’  That’s probably how Hitler started out.  Tiny hate, which grew and grew and grew.  Kids are taught to accept black people, but nearly nothing else.  Tell us that we have to accept everyone, no matter how small it is, or our discrimination can spiral out of control.

(Whew.  Rant over.)

Keep The Topic

Nearly every time you started a paragraph, you had a strong opener.  The next sentence seemed to have nothing to do with it!  After reading the whole paragraph, it did tie in, but make sure it does right away.

Final Notes

Wonderful piece.  You touched upon some great aspects, and I didn’t know a lot of this.  Just be careful what you say.  What may make sense to you could be confusing to others.  And make sure you use the tiny things that everyone can relate to.

The overall idea of this essay (in my opinion,) was that we need to stop being silent.  In my mind, that means we should stop being discriminating.  But what else does it mean?  How do I open my arms to refugees, orphans, and the hopeless?  If you could expand on that, this will be even better.

PM me with questions, boredom, a revised version (I’m home all day tomorrow, and will have time,) or more things to critique!

Hope this helped!  Happy critiquing, and good luck!
~JFW1415

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This is getting very rambly.  I’m not sure if you can do fragments, since it is an essay, but I would suggest ‘…because on man decided they were not worthy of life.  Because they were not as he wanted them to be.  Because they were not the perfect race.’  Also, I think that ‘were not’ is stronger at the end, and it makes for good repetition.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��When I read this, I was prepared to hear of the beatings, the torture, the pain.  I didn’t, and was slightly disappointed.  (Wow…that sounded odd.)  Pretty much, I don’t think this sentence fits with the paragraph.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Italicized?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��How’s that work?  They killed themselves?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��You’re rambling again.  ;P  I think you noticed the repetition and tried to fix it here, but it just becomes rambly.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This seems rather degrading towards God – will you be able to get away with that?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Now it sounds degrading towards those who aren’t very religious.  (i.e.: me.  ;P)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I don’t really like how you open this sentence.  Maybe ‘Only after months of abuse from the Schutstaffel, or Nazi ‘doctors,’ would they be allowed/left to die.’  ‘Allowed’ would show that it was so bad, maybe they almost wanted it as an escape?  Also, when you start with ‘they died,’ it makes me think you are contradicting the first two sentences.  (Oh: maybe say ‘they endured months of abuse…?’)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Shouldn’t this be apostrophes?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Suggestion: ‘The infamous Dr. Josef Mengele, only one of the Schutstaffel, performed many experiments on children.  Many of which were only to feed his sadistic hunger.’  That way, it ties in with your previous sentence more.  You do have the same theme without each paragraph, but it’s hard to catch at times.  Also, aren’t all of them?  Or did he do some necessary ones, too?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I really wish I hadn’t just eaten…


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Do you have to tell us all of this?  Like, legally?  Because it’s getting long and I’m losing interest.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I’m a comma Nazi.  O.o


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Again, tie this to the first sentence better.  I know what you’re talking about, but it takes awhile to see how they are even related.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I really don’t like having two quotes in the same paragraph.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Rambling much?  ;P


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I’m confused.  Do they not know how many?  Is this by day?  Year?  What?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I just learned this in school!  *Is very interested*


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I don’t like the repetition of ‘women.’  Maybe ‘…villages, raping women and slaughtering men.  Pregnant women…’ still not great, but a little better.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��How do they know if it’s male or female?  Can they do the tests?  How would the Janjaweed know – the women wouldn’t tell them the result of the test.  And why not females?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Not no hope, just very little.  If you say this, why should I care?  They have no chance anyway – what I do won’t help them if they’re helpless.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Heehee…funny names.  *Is pathetically immature when tired*


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Makes it sound like you think you’re smarter than your reader.  (Which is true, but don’t rub it in.  ;P)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��So this happened at the same time?  Look over your wording – it’s very odd.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Don’t switch subject half-way through a paragraph.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This doesn’t make sense.  It’s not how we see it – I don’t go online to be ignorant.  Maybe ‘…we do not use it as a tool to help…?’


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Capitalized?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��People browsers of Mozilla/Firefox browsers?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Capitalize.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��You hit the enter bar randomly here.  ;P  Don’t know if it’s just online or in your final, but I figured I’d point it out.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��This seems a bit contradictory.  You say they get as close as possibly, yet it seems unreal?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��We do?  I don’t.  I play games with death, hunting, etc, all the time (I have a 17 year-old brother obsessed with video games :P) but I feel no sorrow for them.  That’s the thing – they’re just characters.  If I played this game, they’d still just be characters to me.  The Internet gives everything a false air to it.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Why?  Well, I know why, but what’s it got to do with the first half of the sentence?  Also, I don’t like that you ended the last paragraph with a question and started this one with another.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��You started in present tense, so I fixed it.  Are you talking about the Holocaust or the Darfur place?  If it’s the Holocaust, just switch it all to past tense.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��That’s strong.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Maybe ‘constant threat of death?’  And besides, some of us do – it’s just not broadcasted.  (But that’s another essay.  ;P)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Suggestion: ‘once said that.’


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Harsh must?  Don’t tell the people about to give you ten grand that they should be hung!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I don’t like how you are calm, then yell, then are calm again.  Read it out loud – it sounds odd.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I’d start a new paragraph here.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Good ending, but maybe talk about this later?  Since it’s one of your first points, I kind of forgot it.  I would remember the Siamese twins, but not this guy.





